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like that. It is now our duty to bear this in mind and labour on. If we
cherish noble thoughts and look upon another's happiness as our own
and another's gain as our gain, and go on doing our work with single-
mindedncss, we shall certainly attain our objective, because we ask for
justice, not favour.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 21-1-1904

89. AN UNEQJJAL CONTEST
The Indian question in the Transvaal has entered upon a new and
distressing phase. The Government of that Colony has turned a deaf ear
to the cry for justice. It has decided upon a dog-in-the-manger policy; so
much so, that even in Kaffiar Locations, Indians may not trade lest thereby
they may be able to eke out a living! The Government thinks that it has
granted a mighty concession in that it has changed the term "Location" into
"Bazaar," and having done so, it is natural that by way of compensation
they should remove Locations further away from where they were during
the Boer regime and to places where, according to its own admissions, in
some cases at least, trade is not possible at present.
There is a process of cure known to medical men as the starvation
cure. The Transvaal Government has adopted a similar cure for the Indian
trouble. If it cannot decently put the Indian across the border, there is
no reason why it cannot at least put him outside the town limits either
to starve or to go away altogether. Applied to the erstwhile Uitlanders,1
such a process was described by Lord Milner a$ a pin-prick policy. And yet
what the Boer Government did to the Uitlanders could not be compared
for heartlessness to what is now being done by the Transvaal Government
to a portion of its own subjects. As a last chance, therefore, the Indians
have wisely decided to test in the highest court of the Colony the right
of the Government to refuse to grant licenses to British Indians to trade
outside Locations. It is a thousand pities that such a course has become
imperatively necessary. It will undoubtedly stand to the credit of the
British Indians in the Transvaal that they have refrained from bringing
the matter before the Supreme Court for nearly two years, and endeavoured
to get only a small measure of justice from the Government instead of having
a ruling from the Supreme Court and setting the question at rest. They have
closely followed Mr. Chamberlain's advice, attempted to come to a rea-
sonable understanding with the white traders and the Government, and ask-
ed for protection of existing interests-only; and it is when even this is be-
ing denied to them, in spite of Lord Milner's despatch to Mr. Chamberlain,
that they must perforce see what they can raise out of the Supreme Court.
It is an irony of fate that the very matter that will be taken to the
1 Dutch word for non-Dutch white settlers. Vide VoL II, p. 382,